
CHAIRMOM’S MESSAGE
On Monday mornings, at 5:00 am, I meet a small group of women to run.
The group started out of necessity- we were all training for a race and needed 
accountability.  I liked the idea of getting my run checked off before my kids 
woke up, and 5am didn’t sound THAT early . 
Wrong.  That first morning, when my alarm went off at 4:30am, I had so many 
regrets.  It was dark, I was tired and most importantly, I knew I couldn’t have a 
cup of coffee until I got home.

Now, almost two years later, it’s become a habit.  I lay out my clothes the night 
before, and have my running shoes untied and ready by the back door. 
The last race I ran was over a year ago, but at least two times a month, I still 
meet the group to run. 

This past Monday morning was gorgeous.  We started running in the dark and 
as we were finishing our last few miles, the sun began to rise.  This doesn’t 
sound noteworthy, obvious even, it’s what the sun does every morning, but for 
the last six months, we had been running in the dark.  It had been dark from the 
start of our run to the end of our run.  But, on Monday morning, the sun peeked 
over the horizon and lit up the trail.  We turned off our head lamps and enjoyed 
the warmth from the sun’s morning rays.
It was beautiful. I have no photo to prove it, so you’ll have to take my word for 
it.
Kind of the perfect way to start a week, and an awesome gift after running in 
the dark and cold for several winter months. 

Moral of the story - spring is on the horizon, I promise!  I saw it, it’s coming, just 
keep covering those beautiful front-porch-potted-flowers for a little longer. 

I’m this month’s newsletter, we are recapping the CCM&T Easter Egg Hunt; 
thanks to all the families who joined us!  We have a new monthly Board 
Spotlight - “Kid Friendly Restaurants/Tips for Eating Out.” Also, checkout our 
Save-the-Date page - the much anticipated Pedal n Sip event is happening at 
the end of this month!

See you soon!

Your friend,
Meghan
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Spring Break!
CCM&T Families traveled far and wide, and made great memories no 

matter where we were!



Easter Egg
Hunt

This year’s Egg Hunt at Cress 
Creek Park was a huge success! 
Beautiful weather, great 
turnout, and smiles and laughs 
all around. We have many to 
thank for making this event 
possible!
Thanks to all who donated to 
our philanthropy drive 
collecting items for the Little 
Giraffe Foundation. We 
collected 58 books and 28 toys! 
Thanks to our kids event chairs 
Julie Chiu and Roby Callaway 
for organizing this event. 
Thanks also to Bill White 
Homes for sponsoring this 
year’s egg hunt.
Finally, thanks to our Easter 
Bunny extraordinaire for 
creating some extra Easter joy 
for all!









Philanthropy Spotlight: 
Giving DuPage

Giving DuPage is a non-profit organization, whose mission is to 
promote giving and volunteering in DuPage County. As a public-private 
partner of DuPage County, Giving DuPage connects residents, students, 

community groups and businesses with local volunteer opportunities.

Giving DuPage’s Volunteer Platform is dedicated to volunteering 
services throughout DuPage County, including 945+ volunteer 

opportunities, in-kind donations, nonprofit jobs, and community events 
across 400 local nonprofits, all searchable by cause, keywords, interest, 

location, and more. Please check out the link on how you can get 
involved: https://givingdupage.galaxydigital.com/need/

We look forward to exploring philanthropy opportunities this year and 
connecting our CCM&T community with Giving DuPage!

https://givingdupage.galaxydigital.com/need/?fbclid=IwAR2urRLn9Mj93g-zXN5wfGhjtHdvK5vID8I6ukVJiutmvGI-XOhAKDSYQjE
https://givingdupage.galaxydigital.com/need/index?fbclid=IwAR3XoF1VjngGKwtWVbleDMRMGT13hgr2OhYPxXr7jZYEPJ5tVrwIe6Itrbc


April Board Pick: 
Favorite Kid-Friendly Restaurants and Tips for Eating Out With Kids

Getting out of the house for a meal every now and then can be a welcome change to our 
daily meal routines. Knowing the right spot to pick and having some handy tips in your back 

pocket will help to make this a fun experience for all! This month, Board members are sharing 
our favorite kid-friendly restaurants and tips to make eating out a bit easier!

Name: Molly

We love having breakfast at Buttermilk. My son’s favorite dish is 
the giant Mickey Mouse pancake. They also have great coffee 
and options for adults. If you have early risers like me you’ll love 
this spot! 

Name: Kathryn 

We love going to Charlie’s Restaurant at the Bolingbrook airport. 
This is a great family friendly stop and the kids enjoy watching all 
the airplanes land and takeoff! The Mickey Mouse pancakes are a 
hit with my kids, and the airport has a museum that’s great for 
the whole family to enjoy! 

Name: Amanda

We love taking the kids to Two Brother’s Roundhouse Brewery in 
Aurora! We take the train (bc the kids love it!) and it stops right 
next to the restaurant. They have a great outdoor space in the 
summer, live music on weekends, and the food is good/quick! 

Name: Alex

For our girls’ birthdays, we love heading to Glen Ellyn to go to 2 
Toots Train Whistle Grill. Not only is it right on the Metra train line, 
but they have a train that moves throughout the restaurant 
which delivers the food. If you let them know it's your child’s 
birthday, they'll get a special dessert with a train whistle too - so 
fun!

Name: Katie

This LCD Writing Tablet (with attached pen) provides doodling and 
coloring entertainment without the need for 25 crayons and 
paper at the table.  Get a pack of 2 for $20 on Amazon!

https://www.buttermilkrestaurants.com/
http://ordercharliesrestaurant.com
https://twobrothersbrewing.com/restaurants/roundhouse/
https://2toots.com/locations/
https://www.amazon.com/Pack-LCD-Writing-Tablet-Kids/dp/B08HLJVM3L


Name: Meghan

Admittedly, eating at a restaurant with my kids is not my 
favorite way to eat.  But, when we do eat out, I always take 
an activity bag with me.  A large reusable zipper bag filled 
with items to keep them all busy.  I use items from Busy 
Toddler’s blog, “Restaurant Kit for Toddlers.”  Pack the bag 
once, and you can use it over and over again.

‘Busy Toddler’ Restaurant Kit for Toddlers
Large Reusable Zipper Bag

Name: Erin

While it’s not actually a restaurant, one of our favorite ways to get 
out of the house for a meal is to have a family picnic. When the 
weather is nice, it has become a tradition to have a picnic dinner on 
Sunday nights. The meal is always super simple - like PB&J. 
Sometimes we go to a park or forest preserve, or even just eat in 
the backyard. The best part is no dishes to wash on Sunday night! 
Two of our favorite picnic locations are St. James Farm in 
Warrenville and McDowell Grove right next to Cress Creek. 

Name: Julie

Restaurant/tip: Colonial Cafe (home of the famous “Kitchen 
Sink” sundae) is a great family-friendly restaurant near 
downtown Naperville. They have kids menus and coloring 
sheets, and their food is yummy (love their chicken & 
waffles)! We’ve never had to wait long, and they’ve given us 
the whole room in the back frequently when we come in a 
large group. The kids also love climbing on the cow in the 
lobby while waiting. 

Name: Caroline

When we are short on time and looking for a quick, easy 
meal, we always go to Taco Madre (in the same plaza as 
Binny’s and Fresh Thyme). It’s very casual and the food is 
great plus all my girls love it there! Chances are if you stop in, 
you will probably see the Connells there!!

Name: Sara

Crust Brewing in Rosemont is a great place to take the kids. 
They have a great menu for both kids and adults. We went 
with a large group and they brought out pizza dough for the 
kids to play with while waiting for their meal. It was a huge hit!

https://busytoddler.com/restaurant-kit-for-toddlers/
https://www.dupageforest.org/places-to-go/centers/st-james-farm
https://colonialcafe.com
https://www.thetacomadre.com/
https://www.crustbrewing.com/


EVENTS 
Check the chart below for a list of our upcoming 

CCM&T Events. Can’t wait to see you there!

EV󰉋󰈰󰈙 DA󰈜󰉋 LO󰉑󰉝󰈙󰈽ON

“Tour De Creek” 
Ladies Bike Event

Postponed from original date 
New date & time TBD

Around Cress Creek

Dads & Donuts Saturday, May 6th 
9:00-11:00 AM Cress Creek Park

Spring Couples 
Night

Saturday, May 13th Turner Home

Spring Picnic Sunday, May 21st, 11:00 AM Cress Creek Park

Members can register for all events on ccmomsandtots.org.
Click the “EVENTS” tab to find information and RSVP

https://www.ccmomsandtots.org/events.html#!event-list
https://www.ccmomsandtots.org/events.html#!event-list


☀☕🍩 
First-ever DADS & DONUTS! 🍩☕☀
We are excited for this hangout time 
with our CCM&T Dads & Kiddos! 
While your children play at the 
playground, your husbands can 
enjoy some donuts, coffee, and 
conversation! They can come by 
anytime between 9:00-11:00 am.

Moms- Please RSVP below for your 
husbands, so that we’ll know how 
much to order!

RSVP Here

Please join us for the annual CCM&T 
Ladies Pedal & Sip event!  Enjoy an 
afternoon of leisurely biking around 
Cress Creek, stopping at various 
houses for food, drink and fun.  
Arriving late?  Just text Katie 
(630-699-8929) or Amanda 
(231-740-6019) to meet up with us 
along the way.

We hope to see you there!

RSVP HerePostponed - TBD

https://www.ccmomsandtots.org/events.html#!event/register/2023/5/6/-9728-65039-9749-65039-127849-dads-donuts-127849-9749-65039-9728-65039
https://www.ccmomsandtots.org/events.html#!event/register/2023/5/6/-9728-65039-9749-65039-127849-dads-donuts-127849-9749-65039-9728-65039


Book your babysitters and join us 
at the CCM&T Spring Couples Night 
on Saturday, May 13th, @ 7pm.  
Appetizers will be provided, please 
BYOB.  This is the final Adult Social 
before Summer Break, so don't 
miss it!  

A special Thank You to the Turner's 
for hosting this event! The party will 
be outside (weather permitting)!

RSVP Here

We cannot wait for this GRAND FINALE of 
our CCM&T season! Come with your 
families with a packed lunch, blanket or 
chairs, and be ready for our giant slide, 
face painting and bubble show by Miss 
Make Believe! We hope to see ALL you 
families there!

Our philanthropy will be for Dupage Pads, 
a local nonprofit to end homelessness 
here in DuPage County. Please bring your 
items for donation to the picnic, thank 
you!

Please RSVP Here by May 15th! 

https://www.ccmomsandtots.org/events.html#!event/2023/5/13/ccm-t-spring-couples-event
https://www.ccmomsandtots.org/events.html#!event/2023/5/21/spring-family-picnic


Hap󰈥󰉙 
Bir󰉃󰈋d󰈀󰉘!

April Birthdays
Kaylee Phalon
Katy Gordon
Sara Olson
Emily Liszka

Emily McMahon
Lisa Wendel

Up Next:  The CCM&T Babysitter Directory

In the following pages, you will find  the CCM&T Babysitter 
Directory! Here you will find contact information from Cress 
Creek residents who are interested in babysitting, being a 
‘mother’s helper’, pet sitting, house sitting/watering flowers. We 
hope this is a helpful resource for our members!









Don’t forget to check out our website!
www.ccmomsandtots.org

http://www.ccmomsandtots.org
https://www.ccmomsandtots.org/


APRIL SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT:
SANDY HUNTER

Please support our Sponsors. 
They provide us with vital funding and make our events possible!



THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
Do you know someone who may be interested in advertising with CCM&T? 

Please contact Caroline Connell at carolinebconnell@gmail.com

ELITE CORPORATE SPONSORS
Great Western 

Flooring Company

greatwesternflooring.com

Laura Bougadis, 
Realtor

www.johngreenerealtor.com/agents/
47920-laura-delacey-bougadis

Bill White Homes @ 
Baird & Warner

www.billwhitehomes.com

DeEtta’s Bakery

www.deettasbakery.com

Toca Naperville

www.playersindoor.com

Kelly O’Malley, Realtor

www.kellyomalleyrealtor.com

Little Friends

www.littlefriendsinc.org

Kaylee Phalon, Financial 
Advisor

www.edwardjones.com/us-en/fin
ancial-advisor/kaylee-phalon

Learning is Fun 
Preschool

learningisfunpreschool.com

https://greatwesternflooring.com/
http://www.johngreenerealtor.com/agents/47920-laura-delacey-bougadis
http://www.johngreenerealtor.com/agents/47920-laura-delacey-bougadis
http://www.billwhitehomes.com
http://www.deettasbakery.com
http://www.playersindoor.com
http://www.kellyomalleyrealtor.com
http://www.littlefriendsinc.org
http://www.edwardjones.com/us-en/financial-advisor/kaylee-phalon
http://www.edwardjones.com/us-en/financial-advisor/kaylee-phalon
https://learningisfunpreschool.com/


EXECUTIVE CORPORATE ADVERTISERS
Anne Linne, Wish Upon a 

Star With Us Travel

wishuponastarwithus.com

Ryan Siebert, GO 
Mortgage

www.gomortgage.com/
ryan-siebert

Lellbach Builders

lellbachbuilders.com

Green Aria’s Landscaping

Facebook: Green Aria’s 
Landscaping

Visit our sponsor 
directory on 

ccmomsandtots.org 
for more information 
about our wonderful 

sponsors!

Please note, photos will be taken at CCM&T events to be featured on 
the website, newsletter, Facebook, Instagram and CC Living Magazine 
CCM&Ts pages. If you do not wish to have your photo shared, please 
email ccmomsandtots@gmail.com to opt out. We will never add child’s 
name, address or personal information to these photos.

ELITE CORPORATE SPONSORS, CONTINUED
Sandy Hunter, Baird & 

Warner

www.sandyhunter.com

https://wishuponastarwithus.com/
http://www.gomortgage.com/ryan-siebert
http://www.gomortgage.com/ryan-siebert
https://www.lellbachbuilders.com/
http://www.facebook.com/Green-Arias-Landscaping-102920961924398/
http://www.facebook.com/Green-Arias-Landscaping-102920961924398/
https://www.ccmomsandtots.org/our-sponsors.html
http://www.sandyhunter.com

